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“And this Gospel ,,
shall be pre

ached...

Matthew 24:14
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The Good Samaritan

If you combine all of God’s laws (as Christ did), all
of God’s laws and prophets come to two great princi-
ples — love toward God and love toward your neigh-
bor. But there’s a problem. If you don’t know who
your neighbor is, how can you love him?

Reading in Matthew 22:37: a lawyer came to Christ,
and he said, **Which is the greatest commandment?”’
And Christ answered, ‘*You shall love your God with
all your héart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind — this is the great and first commandment. And

"the second is like it, You shall love your-neighbor as
_yourself.”* -

Who is your neighbor?

— We take it for granted that we know who our neigh-
bor is. But there have been times when people didn’t
quite know. It seems some of us in the Church of God
don’t know either.

lmeresnngly enough, the first part — love toward
God — is misunderstood by humans as a whole be-
cause man doesn’t know God. How can you love
someone you don’t know? The Church of God should
know who God is; so perhaps we can love God moré
than someone in the world. But it seems some in the
wofld - know who their neighbors are better than we
do.

I want to show you who your -neighbor is. I John
4;20-21:in effect says, *“If you don’t love your neigh-
bor, you cannot love God . . . for he who does not love
his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God
whom he hasn’t seen? And- this commandment we

- have from Him, that he who lnves God should love hrg

brother also.”

Now of course you say, **Well, you're talking about a
brother, not a neighbor.’’ But you see, there’s our prob-
lem. Oftentimes we think only our brother is our
neighbor. We don’t realize that people in the world —
others, strangers, enemies — are also our neighbors.
We should have toward them the same attitude that we
have toward our brothers.

Some of us do things to help someone only when

asked to, not spontaneously as a Christian should. -

Why? Because we pretend sometimes (just as 'm
going to show you now) niot to know who the neighbor
18. R
Throughout my ministry I've had people ask me
questions not to understand but in hopes of justifying
their not doing whatever it is they don’t want to do.
Would you believe a lawyer who knows the law would
do the same thing in asking Christ the question, ‘“Who
is my neighbor?”’

Lawyers always have good.questions, but they
sometimes pretend they don’t understand. So in Luke
10:25 another lawyer came to Christ. He wanted to

" put Christ to the test, so he said, ‘“Teacher, what shall 1

do to inherit eternal life?”’

Put yourself in the lawyer’s mind. Now this man
knows the law. He also knows that he’s talking to a
master — he calls Him master or teacher — he says,
““What shall I do? You tell me; I'll do it.”

So Christ answered him:.‘‘Well, after all, you're a
lawyer. What does the Book say?””

The man showed his knowledge, he said (verse 27):
‘‘Well, it’s written, You shall love your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as
yourself."”” Christ liked the answer. Christ said, ‘“You
have. it right — perfect.”’

But the second problem is in verse 29: ‘‘But he,
desiring to justify himself. . .’ He knew the law, but
he didn’t want to love his neighbor, so he said, ‘‘Ijust
don’t know who my neighbor is. How can I love
him?”* Good old human nature, pretending.

Now if you were Christ, how would you have an-

swered him? Don’t forget people then had their racial
problems just as we have today, their own laws and
religions. The Jews only considered their own people
to be neighbors. So Christ began to give a parable,
“which you have heard hundreds of times.

The Samaritan’s neighbor

Verse 30: ‘“A man was going down from Jerusalem
to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped
him and beat him, and departed leaving him half
dead.”’ Now what would you, a Christian, do if you
came along and saw this man?

Verse 31: ‘“Now by chance a priest was going down
that road; and when he saw him’’ — look what it says
— **he passed by on the other side.”’ Now why did he
do that? Would you say he pretended not to see him?
Possibly. Would you say that maybe he was busy?
Possibly.

Youmight say, ‘*Well, maybe he said a short prayerin
his mind.’” Maybe he did. What good is that? There’s-a
man there dying, and you say, *‘Well, God, take care of
him, would You? I’m quite busy right now!”* And you
just go by!

Verse 32: “‘So likewise a Levite. . .”* He also is
supposed to be a.man of religion. He should know the
Old Testament and how to “love your neighbor as
yourself.”” Did he say a prayer in his mind, too, as he

- passed by? Sometimes we actthis way in the Church;
we'll let someone else do certain things.

Verse 33: ‘‘But a Samaritan as he journeyed came to
where he was.”” Now, from a histerical point of view,
the Samaritans and the Jews were enemies. The Jews

dislike the Samaritans because the Samaritans were of

a slightly different race and certainly not pure Israel-
ites. They even considered their hybrid religion to be
worse than paganism. Samaritans and Jews didn’t talk
or have any.relationship with each other. But here’s a
man who has enough courage; he stops. Why? “‘Be-
cause he had compassion’” (verse 33).

When you have compassion, action follows. Verse
34: The Samaritan ‘‘went to him and bound up his
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on
his own beast and brought him to the inn and took care
of him.””

This Samaritan was not ignorant; he knew how to
take care of the injured. He must have been busy. But
he stopped whatever he was busy doing, because to
him the half-dead man was much more important.

He stayed at the inn with the person, took care of

him all night. Afterward he gave money to the inn-
keeper, ‘“Take care of him: and whatever more you
spend, 1 will repay you when I come hack.”” Fan-
tastic!-
" Christ said (verse 36) *“Which of these three do you
think proved neighbor to the man who fell among the
robbers?”” Of course, the lawyer could give no other
answer than a grudging ‘‘The one who showed
mercy.”’

And Christ said, ‘‘Go and do likewise.”

As you can see, only a stranger — one outside the
true rehglon — knew how to love his neighbor as
himself.

Could you or I be guilty of pnest or Levite reasoning -

in our activities? Do we sometimes just pray about
someone who is in need when actually we can do
something for him? We should pray. But sometimes
we can do much more. After you pray, if there is
something else you can do, you better do it.
Proverbs 3:28 shows the same principle: ‘‘Do not
say to your neighbor, Go and come again, tomorrow I

This sermon was delivered by Dibar Apartian, an
evangelist-ranked minister in the Pasadena
churches and director of the French Work.

will give it — when you have it with you.”
Living the Golden Rule

Actually it is much harder to love our neighbor as
ourself than to love God. It takes much more conver-
sion because sometimes that neighbor hates you, is
your enemy, maybe doesn’t deserve it.

In Isaiah 58:6-7, God says, ‘‘Look, what do I care
about your fasting if you don’t have the right at-
titude?’* What does He care about your praying if you
don’t do what lies in your power? But what does God
want? *“Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, to
bring the homeless, poor, into your house; when you
see the naked, to cover him and not to hide _yourself
from your own flesh?”’

How often in the Church when you have heard from
the pulpit that there is a need for somethmg or someone
have you actually volunteered?

. Church people used to say, ‘“Well, you only have to
love the brethren, no one else.”’ It was, of course,
misunderstanding, but we had the attitude of looking
down upon people in the world. Our love toward our
neighbor was limited. I hope we know better today.

Christ says, *‘If you love those who love you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who
love them’’ (Luke 6:32). He’s putting us right on the

\

same level as sinners. That’s an awfully strong state-

ment to us.

‘“‘And if you lend to those from whom you hope to
receive, what credit is that to you?’’ (verse 34x The
good Samaritan had no idea who the man was. He had
no expectation the man would ever repay.

‘‘But love your enemies, and do good, and Iend
expecting nothing in return’’ (verse 35).

You might add, expecting evil in return sometimes,
but help éven if evil is returned for your good. He
concludes, ‘‘[then] your reward will be great ’

In Luke 14:12 Christ explains another principle:
‘“When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite
your friends or your brothers or your kinsmen or rich
neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be
repaid.”” There is nothing wrong with having your
friends. What’s wrong is the last part — ‘‘lest they
invite you in return.”’ Invite because you want to help
— that’s a different story.

So He says in verses 13 and 14: “‘But when you give
a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the
blind, and you will be blessed, because they cannot
repay you. You will be repaid at the resurrection of the
just.”

So when you find someone who needs help, who
cannot help you back, you know who your neighbor is.

Looking at the outside

Now let me tell you an old European story about a
Turkish priest named Hoja, who must have been a
philosopher. One day he is invited to a banquet. arid he
goes, but he wants to see if people like him or like him
for what he is. So he goes with very poor clothing,
unannounced. And people look at him. No one talks to
him and finally they push him into one comer. He says:
‘I see now they don’t like me. They like greatness;
they like power.”’

So he goes out, changes his clothes, gets a big fur
coat and comes in again. They all look at him and they
say, ‘‘Oh, sir, please come in.”” They give him the
place of honor, then begin serving him. Do you know
what he does? He takes his fur coat off; he says to it:
“‘Eat. That food is for you, not for me. I came, nobody
even paid attention to me. But you, fur coat, because of
you I'm being served. You deserve it, 1 don’t deserve
it.”

James 2 shows the same eXample: ‘‘My brethren,

{Ses GOOD SAMARITAN, page 5)
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